
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

2018- January – February - March 

 

PRESIDENTS CASTINGS:  Mike McCoy,  

A new year is upon us! Celebrations abound as we load up our wishes for recreation in the months ahead. Boy, I can think 
of a lot of places I would like to visit and explore…we will see how many actually end up happening. All good stuff though 
for the dull gray days we are in right now; it might even drive me to the vice to cook up some eye candy for fish that must 
be out there just waiting to make acquaintance.  

UPDATE UPDATE (12-30-2017) 

Got my first steelhead of the winter 2017/18 season in Whistlers Bend Park a couple days ago...a half pounder. 

Our club is off to a good start for the New Year with speakers lined up through to summer which should help pique our 
outdoor interests as well. The monthly meeting venue can now settle down and settle in to our new gathering site at the 
Roseburg Country Club. This will be really nice for us I believe. Lots of space, decent acoustics, built in screen, food and 
drink…what more could we ask for? Look forward to engaging with all of you in the months ahead! 

Our club continues to grow, which I think is a sign that we have a great group of people and activities. We will keep working 
on this and our goals of education and outreach in the New Year. If you have some ideas that might serve us well, be sure to 
pass them on to myself or any of the board members. 

Don’t forget to make some attempts at being joined with a steelhead on our local waters! We are so lucky to live close by 
one of the most famous and productive winter steelhead runs in the lower forty eight! People travel from around the world 
to spend a few days with their feet wet in the North Umpqua…we should take our proximity as a blessing and join them in 
this endeavor. That being said, steelhead fishing is what it its…healthy doses of patience are often required. I believe I spent 
two years when I was young before connecting with my first fish. It does help if you can lose yourself in your surroundings 
and find some joy in being out there…when least expecting you will eventually find yourself connected to some heart 
stopping moments with a beautiful fish!! ALWAYS worth the wait. 

Fun times ahead!!  

 Mike 
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS       

Club meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month, our new meeting place for 2018 is at the Roseburg Country 

Club, 5051 Garden Valley Road, Roseburg, OR 97471.  Social and fly tying demonstration and open vice at 5:45pm. The 

country Club has an open bar for your favorite beverage and food can be ordered for those wishing to have something to 

eat.   The meeting starts at 6:30pm.  Our monthly meetings have our always popular “Open-Vice” for anyone wanting to tie. 

Bring your tools, the materials have been donated by members to use, sit and tie what moves you. 

Speakers for upcoming months are: 

January 2018: Bob Hoehne of Umpqua Watersheds to talk on what is going on in our area and what types of projects they 

involve themselves in. 

February 2018: Marty Shepard of Little Creek Outfitters talking about steelhead opportunities on the Sandy, Clackamas, 

John Day, Grande Rhonde and Deschutes.  Also will give us low down on a  group opportunity for smallmouth on the John 

Day in late spring. 

March 2018: Jim Cox of Western Rivers Council will talk to us on the purchase and care of Swiftwater Park on upper river. 

April 2018: Greg Hutchko of ODFW with updates on Diamond Lake and local waters. 

   
 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME COMING UP 

A reminder that yearly memberships are coming up. More information will be coming at our monthly meeting in January 

and an email from our membership chairman here soon. In addition this is a good time to bring a friend or relative that 

would be interested in joining. Introduce them to other members and our Board of Directors members.  

Just got word that we will start the yearly MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  process for 2018 at this Thursdays meeting.. So bring 

your check books and do your renewal this Thursday.  

 DOUGLAS COUNTY SPORTSMAN SHOW  

Douglas County Sportsman Show is down the road a bit and Arni will have a sign-up sheet for contributing a little time to 

helping promote our club.  This is always great fun getting to meet new people as they swing by.  We try to have at least 

one person tying and another that can chat folks up a bit as they come over to see what is going on.   Arni does a great job 

orchestrating this event and we all appreciate the members that put in a little time helping out.  Thanks in advance for your 

assistance on this annual club activity.  We usually get a few new members from this event.   

 UPCOMING OUTINGS    

For all local fishing outings we generally meet around 9:00am in the morning at our decided location, we fish until around 

1:00pm then meet up again near our vehicles. Then our famous chef, Pete, grills off some hot dogs for lunch. Club outings 

are a mix of bring your own lunch and a potluck affair so bring some chips, salads, cookies, brownies or whatever to add to 

the festivities. Bring your own choice of beverage. And don’t forget a camp chair! 

Special Note:  Winter months can bring winter weather, this being said we will monitor the 7-10 day forecasts and plan 

outings accordingly. This might mean moving an outing date or possibly canceling an outing. Check for club emailing’s for 

outing updates.  

January 2018: TBA   February 2018:  TBA   March 2018: TBA   (Watch for “Club Outing E-Mail’s” for upcoming outing’s) 

 

 



 

 

 

 BOARD of DIRECTORS”   

There is always an open invitation to all club members to come to the monthly board meetings. Meetings are held at the 

“Ten Down Bowling Center, 2400 NE Diamond Lake Blvd, Roseburg, OR. Meetings are held at 5:00pm second Tuesday of the 

month. All board members would enjoy hearing from you. Mike McCoy, Pres., Cleve Moss, Vice Pres., Brent Knapp, 

Membership, Steve Hall, Treasurer, Linda Hall, Secretary, Wayne Spicer, Member, Mark Campbell, Member, Jerry Smith, 

Member, Dennis Hellawell, Member. You can find all board members phone numbers at our club web site under “contact”: 

www.umpquavalleyflyfishers.org  

 UVFF WEB SITE  www.umpquavalleyflyfishers.org       

We invite all of you to visit our club’s web site. You’ll find information on memberships, a calendar of upcoming events, 

photos from our club events, a special informative page on fishing news and links to other great informational sites. Looking 

for someone who can help you with your casting skills or fly tying skills? Look to our “Mentor” page where experienced club 

members will donate their time to help you further your skills. Upcoming clinics and our classified page are also there.  

Selling some fishing gear?  Let us know and we’ll post it.  Our all-important “Contact” page will help you find someone to 

answer your questions, by phone or email.  

 

 UVFF MEMBERS “FLY SWAP”      

The UVFF club members “Fly Swap” is a fun and exciting way to share with others and get yourself several flies tied by other 

club members. Based on the type of fly picked each month i.e.; trout, bass, etc. you tie as many flies as members 

participating that month. (Usually 8-12 flies) If you would be interested in being part of the “Fly Swaps” in 2018, contact 

Mike McCoy @ 541-677-0100 for further information. There is also a signup sheet at the monthly club meetings. The “Fly 

Swap” is in full swing this month with a “favorite” Steelhead fly. They should be useful with steelhead and salmon in the 

rivers this January and February!   From experience, it’s great fun!! Try it; I know you will like it!! 

 

 EQUIPMENT REVIEW  by: Steve Strable 

A month or so ago my friend and fishing buddy as well as our club casting instructor, Pete Zeck, told me about a fairly new 

casting and line system. The concept has been around for some time and companies have been making many of the 

components. Pete said; take a look at the article in the winter 2018,  FlyFishing & Tying Journal on page 34, called, “Single 

Hand Skagit”. This company Olympic Peninsula Skagit Tactics, (known as OPST) has developed complete systems to match 

your rods (3 wt. and up). They say it is now possible to fish Skagit-style on rods as light as a 3 wt. Well, after some reading 

and research I have purchased the system for a rod of mine a Sage 9’6’ 8 wt. There are many You-Tube videos on the 

casting technique (well worth looking at) and the basics of the Skagit casts are much the same as Spey casting styles and 

techniques. So I’m spooled up and ready to go to the river!  (I’ll give you an in-water field test report next newsletter, 

maybe even a hook-up report as well ( wish me luck!) 

So if you have an older single handed rod you thought you might never use again now that we have the Spey and Switch-

Rods, you might take a look at this. (I’ll have some copies of the article at the meeting for those who don’t receive the 

magazine, come find me at the meeting) 
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 RECIPE of the QUARTER    

 

    
 

This simple lemon herb butter really enhances pan-fried or sautéed fish. Just top the hot fillet with a pat of compound 
butter and let it form its own sauce as it melts. This recipe uses black sea bass, but you can substitute any bass of your 
choice, or any lean fish, such as snapper or sole. 

What You'll Need  

 4 4-oz black bass fillets  
 1 cup milk  
 ¼ cup flour  
 4 tablespoons clarified butter (or ¾ stick unsalted butter)  
 Kosher salt, to taste  
 Ground white pepper, to taste  
 4 tablespoons of Lemon Herb Butter  

How to Make It  

1. Soak the fillets in milk for a few minutes, then remove and fully drain them. If they're too wet when you dredge 
them in the next step, they may become too cakey. 

2. Spread the flour in a shallow glass baking dish. 
3. In a nonstick sauté pan, heat a tablespoon of clarified butter over a medium-high heat. 
4. Dredge the fillets in the flour, tapping them gently to knock off any excess flour. 
5. Place the fillets in the hot pan, with the flesh side down. 

1. Sauté for a minute or two or until browned, and then gently turn them with a fish spatula, making sure not to break 
the fillets. 

2. Brown the other side, then transfer from the pan to a hot plate, two fillets per portion. Top each portion with a slice 
of herb butter and serve right away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sautéed Bass with 

Lemon Herb Butter 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1st Qtr.  2018  “FLY OF THE QUARTER”     

 
 

 

The Freight Train was created by Randall Kaufmann (as the story goes) while fishing Oregon’s famed Deschutes 

River. He was watching a freight train go by and a steelhead hit his yet to be named pattern….and so was born the 

Freight train. This is a wonderful dark scheme attractor pattern just perfect for Steelhead with brilliant color 

contrasts of white, purple, fluorescent orange and fluorescent red. It lights up well in the water and is easy to see at 

long distances for both fish and angler. It is not just a Steelhead fly as it has a reputation for catching all the various 

species of Pacific Salmon making it an obvious choice for Alaska. The Freight Train is just a perfect design to fish 

with the traditional wet fly swing so common in West Coast Salmon and Steelhead fishing waters. This pattern also 

works well for the Midwest Salmon runs that come out of the major rivers of the Great Lakes. All in all this is a very 

effective and most universal fly for any of the pelagic species regardless of the location. Other steelhead fly 

patterns were also developed by Randall with the railroad theme…Coal Car, Signal Light, and Flat Car. 

 Recipe: 

Hook:  Mustad 36890, Size 2-8 

Tail: Purple Hackle Fibers 

Ribbing: Oval Silver Tinsel 

Body: Rear 1/4 Fluorescent Orange Floss, Second 1/4 Red Fluorescent Floss, Front 1/2 Black Med Chenille  

 (Antron or micro-chenille can be used in place of floss) 

Throat  Purple Saddle Hackle 

Wing:  White Calf Tail (sub can be Polar Bear)  

Head:  Black 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“FREIGHT TRAIN” 

By, Randall Kaufmann 

Ceria: 1970’s 

 

 



 

 

 Upcoming  “Flies of the Month Club Demo Tying”   

January 2018: Demonstration tier will be Steve Strable, tying the “Coal Car” A Randall Kaufmann “dark” variation of his 

famous fly the “Freight Train”.  

February 2018: “OPEN VICE” Open to all member to bring your vice and tools and a few materials and sit around and tie a 

few flies together. This is just pure fun for tiers and spectators alike !! 

March 2018: “OPEN VICE” Open to all member to bring your vice and tools and a few materials and sit around and tie a few 

flies together. This is just pure fun for tiers and spectators alike!! 

 

The “Fly Tier of the Month” is a fly tying club member who during the social hour before the regular meeting demonstrates 

tying a fly to other club members from about 5:45pm to 6:30pm.  The featured tier will bring in his/her vice, tools and 

materials and demonstrate and talk about the fly he/she is tying. We are looking for club members to tie and demonstrate 

one of their favorite flies. A sign-up sheet will be at each meeting. And in addition to the featured Fly Tier each month, 

there is “Open Vice” for others to join in the fun.   

 

SPECIAL NOTE: Demonstration fly tying before each of our monthly club meeting is a fun way to share a favorite fly with 

other members. It is strictly a volunteer activity. If you would like to share a fly pattern with others see Mike McCoy at the 

meetings and he’ll put you on the list.  

 QUOTES for the QUARTER      

   

    

 FLYFISHING “TIP” of the QUARTER 

    
Leader Length. When learning to cast, 9’ leaders are perhaps the standard. As your technique improves some 

situations can often call for longer leaders for example when fishing dry flies on stillwater sloughs and rivers or wet 

fly fishing from a boat. You'll need 12 to as much as 20 feet at times. That said, at times a shorter leader is also 

useful on rivers when fishing streamers this often requires no more than 7-8 feet and shorter leaders make casting 

heavy flies easier. Also when you're using a sinking line on a river it often pays to get your flies down at a similar 

speed. So experiment with your leader length from time to time.  

        From: Stevie Munn, Hardy (Alnwick, England) 

 

 



 

 

                                           

 UVFF Library          

NEW BOOKS have been donated and purchased. Go to the clubs website www.umpquavalleyflyfishers.org go to 

member’s page, enter the club member’s password, and click on “materials list” which will list all our library resources.  
The UVFF Board of Directors in the 4th quarter of 2016 recommended that the club establish a library of materials that may 
be of interest to club members and to solicit a person interested in developing and maintaining the resources the club has 
acquired.  
Jan McCoy has volunteered and is reporting that our clubs present collection of books and resources has been cataloged 
and shelved. It can be perused on line from our club website or in hand with a visit to the McCoy’s home. (callahead) You 
can also do a checkout via email to mikemccoy@dcwisp.net and your request will be delivered to the next club meeting. Or 
you can drop by the “library” at the McCoy’s and pick your request up. If you have books or other resources you would like 
to DONATE or put on LOAN to our library, bring them to a monthly meeting for the handoff. 
“Thank You” all for your donations and support, Jan McCoy 

 Editor’s Note:        

Thanks again for your support and feedback this past year on the UVFF E-Newsletter. This month marks the start of the 

third year for the E-Newsletter. Club meetings are now again in full swing with the start of the New Year. Remember, we’re 

at the Roseburg Country Club. We hope to see all of you at the upcoming meetings and outings. We have some new and 

bigger raffle prizes at club meetings this year, so come ready to win!  

Published quarterly, the E-Newsletter is sent via e-mail to all members in good standings. (ie. you have paid your dues and 

are current). A few copies will be at the monthly meetings. 

 Tight Lines to All, Steve       

 

                                                     

         “Saturday Evening Post”                                             

 

 

KNOTS 

How to attach 

your backing to 

your reel 
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